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News Forum Strömstad Interdisciplinary Academy

Editor’s corner:  Anders Gustavsson
Vice-Chancellor and Information System Scientist Per Flensburg and Educator 
and Chairman of the Board Åsa Morberg inform about Strömstad Academy news.  
Conservationist Bosse Lagerqvist was a speaker at ‘Blossoming Stones. Stone Festivi-
ties 2026.8th Stonemasonry Workshop & International Conference’, 26 July-3 August, La-
gadia, Greece. The title of the presentation was ‘Craft skills in built heritage for sustainable 
development - experiences from education, research, and professional development’. 
In the Free Series no 63 mathematician Alfred Holl has published The earliest printed 
arithmetic and geometry books in each of the pre-1900 European languages of instruction 
https://stromstadakademi.se/FSS/FSS-63.pdf   
I want to urge a previous call for all members to verify and complete their personal informa-
tion on the Academy website. Also try to recruit new members to the Academy, not least 
young scholars. Please, send suggestions to Vice-Chancellor Per Flensburg at per@flens-
burgs.se    
I wish new contributions to the September issue of the Newsletter sent to my e-mail address 
with deadline on 26 September 2026: anders.gustavsson@ikos.uio.no. Send short articles, 
opinion articles and/or reviews of new scientific literature. Swedish contributions should 
have an English translation. Texts should be in Word- or Open Office format!  
Please, also send contributions to the Academy´s publication series Acta Academia Ström-
stadiensis, AAS, to anders.gustavsson@ikos.uio.no and the Reprint Series and the Free Se-
ries to: per@flensburgs.se, the video series SAV to gudmundbergqvist@hotmail.com  

Monthly Newsletter from Chairman Åsa Morberg 
Late summer is the time at the end of summer, usually during August and all of September! 
The heat begins to subside and nature prepares for fall. The first yellow leaves can be 

spotted! Late summer offers warm dark evenings, 
harvests and change! The heat slowly drops and 
the evenings become dark again! Apples and ber-
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ries ripen. The air feels fresh and clear! Mushroom picking in the forest. Crayfish slices and 
sour herring slices brighten up the socializing with family and friends! 
Board work in the fall of 2026 
We have an annual meeting on 2026-08-31 at 4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. Notices have been sent 
out well in advance. After the annual meeting we have a constituent meeting. 
We have a treasurer and it is a pleasing one, the treasurer is Sten Philipson. We need a 
secretary for the board and the working committee. There needs to be one secretary, as we 
absolutely cannot accept a rotating secretaryship. Since the administration work for the 
Board has become so much more burdensome, a secretary must relieve the administrative 
burden, and the Deputy Chair also needs to administer. The Chairman, Deputy Chair and 
secretary must then distribute the tasks. What is needed in Strömstad Academy is an office. 
If we are to be able to receive research money, this is absolutely necessary! 
I have informed the Nominating Committee that I am resigning as chairman as soon as pos-
sible, but not at the same time as the Vice-Chancellor resigns. That would be deeply unfor-
tunate for the association. The statute in the latest reviewed form was made so that this 
would not happen. I see no possibility of devoting myself to the chairmanship in the way 
that development requires. There have also been particularly unpleasant events that I have 
had to deal with. Criticism, yes of course, through objective criticism we in the management 
can become better. Personal criticism is devastating and absolutely not something that I 
want to devote myself to dealing with! 
After the annual meeting and the constituent meeting, I will call a working committee. The 
working committee is preparing for the first board meeting, just as usual! I will call the 
working committee immediately after the annual meeting. We will know who is on the wor-
king committee after the annual meeting. 
The board meeting that will come then will address the responses to Lars Broman's late mo-
tions. The motions were about reintroducing honorary professors and agreements with uni-
versities about DiVA publications! Honorary professors were discontinued after an extensi-
ve investigation, and replaced with honorary members. DiVA is problematic. DiV is the ba-
sis for grants to universities from the ministry. It is not possible to include other external 
individuals in this basis. There are plenty of other publishing opportunities. We will decide 
on an agreement with a bookstore. We will decide on payment to a publisher in Estonia, and 
for this I need to contact the bank to get permission to make foreign payments. We have a 
proposal from Arne Fagerström and Bengt Johannisson for an operational audit. We have 
three proposals from Vice-Chancellor Per Flensburg and there are therefore four proposals 
that we now call organizational proposals. The meeting is therefore well filled with matters. 
I will raise with the working committee that we will most likely not be able to decide on the 
organization during the first meeting, but that a decision will be made at the next board me-
eting. An organizational decision must be properly prepared and well-established. The or-
ganizational proposal must also be able to be discussed through and at least a risk analysis 
needs to be discussed. 
Follow-up on the 2026 Science Festival 
We thank you again for a well-run Science Festival in 2026. We thank the Vice-Chancellor 
and the Pro-Vice-Chancellor and the organizational committee. It was great to have the fes-
tival in August. Now an evaluation of the festival is needed and a decision on new dates for 
the 2027 science festival is needed. It is the Vice-Chancellor and the Pro-Vice-Chancellor, in 
collaboration with the organizing committee, that have to decide on the dates for 2027. It is 
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important that the dates are known so that everyone can enter these dates in their personal 
calendar! There is no reason to wait to provisionally propose dates and if we are to use the 
Father's Hall, it needs to be booked well ahead of time. 

The Vice-Chancellor’s Monthly Report 
This will hopefully be the last monthly report I write. I have informed the Nominating 
Committee that I want to resign as Vice-Chancellor as soon as possible. There are several 
reasons for this: 
• All the trouble earlier this year meant that I was starting to hit a wall. Sitting 8-10 hours 

in front of the computer every day was not good, not least for my eyes, which just keep 
watering and watering. 

• My health has gotten worse and worse. 
• The Academy took up more and more of my life, I disappeared from my surroundings, 

friends, wife and children. 
• My hearing is getting worse and worse, which was noticeable at the Science Festival this 

year. 
• I have started to become more careless and forget things. Then it is not possible to be a 

Vice-Chancellot 
• When I took a week or so off from the Academy this summer, it was a liberation. I could 

devote myself to other things, go on spontaneous excursions, listen to fiction and beauti-
ful music. I want to continue with this, I want my last years to be happy, not a hopeless 
fight against windmills. 

I will discontinue my assignments except for web design and layout. But I will return ar-
ticles and chapters that do not follow the template. I will remain in the Academy, writing 
and debating, but not being part of the management. 
Many have asked me to stay, I have received a lot of encouragement and appreciation, but 
my decision stands: I am resigning as Vice-Chancellor and I thank you for the time I have 
had there. I would especially like to thank my colleagues at AU, who have always supported 
and encouraged me during this difficult time. You have made my life much easier to live! 
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